After a session with Art Farmer and Fritz Pauer (it was 1979 and I was 25 years young) Art Farmer said to me:  “Harry, if you want, come to my apartment and we’ll practice a little bit together.” When he said that, it hit me like a bolt of lightning! A total surprise! It was amazing to be offered a chance like this. Later on I visited Art every week in Vienna, at his apartment which housed his studio, and after about a year I became a regular member of his European quintet.

The following years, including the guest performances in Vienna’s Jazzland about three times a year and even a week at Sweet Basil – New York’s top jazz club at that time – were marked by my complete dedication to Art’s music. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The experience that I gained through all those concerts put a permanent stamp on my musical development and my musical style. Even today I often have the feeling that I am mentally re-tracing Art Farmer’s melodic lines. His melodies and improvisations were composed of such clarity, almost mathematically organized in terms of their harmonic and melodic structures, and yet filled with lyricism and an indescribable aesthetic minimalism. This was particularly apparent in his ballads, a form in which he was a true master. Art Farmer provided me with a rich and deep musical understanding from which I still draw inspiration and creativity, in all musical styles. He brought me into his band because he appreciated how my youthful, carefree enthusiasm allowed me to play in an impulsive way.   

Today, I would like to pass on the gift of these experiences that have taught me so much to the young, impulsive and ambitious musicians who have caught my attention while teaching at the Bruckner Private University in Linz, so that we can experience all of this together. In a new, creative way. 

We all remember Art! 

Harry Sokal, Breitstetten, Summer 2016

